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John Bouvier (1787â€“1851), American jurist and legal lexicographer, was born in Codogno,

France.In 1802 his family, who were Quakers (his mother was a member of the well-known Benezet

family), emigrated to America and settled in Philadelphia. In 1808, he began a printing business,

and in 1810, he wed Elizabeth Widdifield, with whom he had one daughter, Hannah Mary Bouvier.

Bouvier became a citizen of the United States in 1812, and thereafter had varied experiences as

proprietor of a book shop and as a country editor before he was admitted to the bar in 1818, under

the tutelage of Andrew Stuart.He attained high standing in his profession, was recorder of

Philadelphia in 1836, and from 1838 until his death was an associate justice of the court of criminal

sessions in that city. He was best known, however, for his able legal writings.Dissatisfied with the

tendency of treatises to focus on British laws no longer applicable to the United States, Bouvier set

out to write his own American law dictionary. His Law Dictionary Adapted to the Constitution and

Laws of the United States of America and of the Several States of the American Union (1839,

revised and brought up to date by Francis Rawle, under the title of Bouvier's Law Dictionary, 2 vols,

1897) was well received, garnering praise even from Justices then sitting on the United States

Supreme Court. Bouvier also published an edition of Bacon's Abridgment of the Law (10 vols,

1842-1846), and a compendium of American law entitled The Institutes of American Law (4 vols,

1851; new ed. 2 vols, 1876). New editions of his Law Dictionary were put out by Bouvier in 1843

and 1848, and by his successors in interest following his death in 1851.(quote from Wikipedia)
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This dictionary is missing pages 277-436 which covers many definitions of words beginning with C

and D.Also, I wish I got the hard cover.-Kyle

Glad to have this gem in my library thank you!

Useful addition to my library.

I am so happy with my new book!

I own a hard copy of Black's Law and find a great deal of information in it. It was printed in the

1950's. I also have a paperback copy that helps too. But this Bouviers edition is not very easy to

use. Maybe it's because of the Kindle version, but the index is imposable to use. I wish I know this

before I bought this.granted it is much cheaper than the hard copy.

I use this when I don't have Internet access. The online versions are available for free, but it is

always good t know that if the Internet is Unavailable the original is at hand.

Better than expected. Very informative. If purchased again would get hardcover.
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